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THE PRESERVATION OF

CANADIAN SOCIETY
f@A=8 Rennie Zegalski

Recently, Canada was faced with one of the most
decisive moments in its short history. Last October
the people of Quebec were asked to decide whether
their provincial government should seek to separate
from the rest of Canada.

A few years ago, | was fortunate enough to attend
a small seminar hosted by a Quebec-appointed
member of the Canadian Senate. It was a unique
opportunity for me as the Senator spoke openly about
the reasons for Quebec seeking independence. |
remember it was difficult for me to completely
understand his feelings but | did realize it was an
issue very close to the heart of Quebecers. They are
passionate in their desire for freedom to promote
their language and culture and preserve what has
become a unique society in the world.

| believe it is also important to point out that
Canada itself is unique in its multicultural make-up
and short existence. However, in the last few years
especially, | have noticed a marked change in the
connection Canadians have shown for their
"homeland” culture. It is unfortunate that Canada
seems to be slowly losing its special flavour. As the
next century approaches, a key phrase will be “global
communication” or “globalization”-the collection of
small communities forming into one homogeneous,
inter-connected mass.

| think most Japanese people can relate to the
feelngs of Quebecers in wanting to preserve their
identitiy from an encroaching global community. On
numerous occasions, | have witnessed Japanese
people denouncing the changes occuring within
Japanese society-especially with the younger
generation. For these people, the option of closing off
Japan to the rest of the world and keeping traditional
customs, is an impossible dream. However, for the
people of Quebec, in their minds, the dream of
preserving their society is only one referendum away.

Let's hope Canada and Quebec can resolve this
conflict and keep our wonderful country together /
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